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(b) Animals may be placed on hatches 
on underdecks on an ocean vessel pro-
vided the height requirements of § 91.25 
(e) and (f) are met and sufficient space 
shall be left clear on such hatches for 
passageway across ship. 

(c) On all hatches on which animals 
are carried and under which hay and 
feed or animals are stowed, sufficient 
space shall be left clear for the proper 
removal and handling of such hay and 
feed and animal carcasses. Such hatch-
es shall be watertight. 

[42 FR 28990, June 7, 1977. Redesignated at 45 
FR 86413, Dec. 31, 1980] 

§ 91.30 Defective fittings. 
If previously used fittings aboard an 

ocean vessel are employed, any portion 
thereof found by the inspector to be 
worn, decayed, unsound, or otherwise 
defective shall be replaced. 

[42 FR 28990, June 7, 1977. Redesignated at 45 
FR 86413, Dec. 31, 1980] 

Subpart E—Cleaning and 
Disinfecting of Aircraft 

§ 91.41 Cleaning and disinfecting of 
aircraft. 

Prior to loading of animals, the stow-
age area of aircraft to be used to export 
animals under the provisions of this 
part shall, under the supervision of an 
inspector, be cleaned and then dis-
infected using a freshly prepared solu-
tion of 4 percent sodium carbonate plus 
0.1 percent sodium silicate. In addition, 
all loading ramps, fittings, and equip-
ment to be used in loading the animals 
on the aircraft shall be cleaned and dis-
infected using an approved disinfectant 
listed in § 71.10 of this chapter. The 
time at which the cleaning and dis-
infection is performed must be ap-
proved by the inspector, who will give 
approval only if he or she determines 
that the cleaning and disinfection will 
be effective up to the projected time of 
loading of animals. If the animals are 
not loaded by the projected time, the 
inspector shall determine whether fur-
ther cleaning and disinfection are nec-
essary. The cleaning must remove all 
garbage, soil, manure, plant materials, 
insects, paper, and other debris from 
the stowage area. The disinfectant so-
lution must be applied with a device 

that creates an aerosol or mist that 
covers 100 percent of the surfaces in the 
stowage area, except for any loaded 
cargo and deck surface under it that, in 
the opinion of the inspector, do not 
contain materials that may contain 
animal disease pathogens such as gar-
bage, soil, manure, plant materials, in-
sects, waste paper, or debris. After 
cleaning and disinfection is performed, 
the inspector shall sign and deliver to 
the captain of the aircraft or other re-
sponsible official of the airline in-
volved, a document stating that the 
aircraft has been properly cleaned and 
disinfected, and stating further the 
date, the carrier, the flight number, 
and the name of the airport and the 
city and state in which it is located. If 
an aircraft is cleaned and disinfected 
at one airport, then flies to a subse-
quent airport, with or without stops en 
route, to load animals for export, the 
inspector at the subsequent airport 
will determine, based on examination 
of the cleaning and disinfection docu-
ments, whether the previous cleaning 
and disinfection is adequate or whether 
to order a new cleaning and disinfec-
tion. If the aircraft has loaded any 
cargo in addition to animals, the in-
spector at the subsequent airport will 
determine whether to order a new 
cleaning and disinfection based on both 
examination of the cleaning and dis-
infection documents and inspection of 
the stowage area for materials that 
may contain animal disease pathogens 
such as garbage, soil, manure, plant 
materials, insects, waste paper, or de-
bris. 

[53 FR 51747, Dec. 23, 1988] 

PART 92—IMPORTATION OF ANI-
MALS AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS: 
PROCEDURES FOR REQUESTING 
RECOGNITION OF REGIONS 

Sec. 
92.1 Definitions. 
92.2 Application for recognition of the ani-

mal health status of a region. 
92.3 Movement restrictions. 
92.4 Reestablishment of a region’s disease- 

free status. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 1622 and 8301–8317; 21 
U.S.C. 136 and 136a; 31 U.S.C. 9701; 7 CFR 2.22, 
2.80, and 371.4. 
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SOURCE: 62 FR 56012, Oct. 28, 1997, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 92.1 Definitions. 
Active surveillance. Sample collection 

using a systematic or statistically de-
signed survey methodology to actively 
seek out and find cases of animals with 
a restricted disease agent, or to deter-
mine the prevalence of the restricted 
disease agent in the population. 

Adjacent region. Any geographic land 
area, whether or not identifiable by ge-
ological, political or surveyed bound-
aries, that shares common boundaries 
with any region. 

Administrator. The Administrator of 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service or any other employee of 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, delegated to act 
in the Administrator’s stead. 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS). The Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service of the United 
States Department of Agriculture. 

Animals. All species of the animal 
kingdom, except man, including: Cat-
tle, sheep, goats, other ruminants, 
swine, horses, asses, mules, zebras, 
dogs, poultry, and birds that are sus-
ceptible to communicable diseases of 
livestock and poultry or capable of 
being carriers of those diseases or their 
arthropod vectors. 

Communicable disease. Any contagious 
or infectious disease of animals. It can 
be transmitted either directly or indi-
rectly to a susceptible animal from an 
infected animal, vector, inanimate 
source, or other sources. 

Contagious disease. Any commu-
nicable disease transmitted from one 
animal to another by direct contact or 
by feed, water, aerosol, or contami-
nated objects. 

Disease agent. A virus, bacterium, or 
other organism that causes disease in 
animals. 

European Union. The organization of 
Member States consisting of Austria, 
Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, the Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, Por-
tugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Republic of Ireland, Spain, Sweden, and 

the United Kingdom (England, Scot-
land, Wales, the Isle of Man, and 
Northern Ireland). 

Import (imported, importation) into the 
United States. To bring into the terri-
torial limits of the United States. 

Passive surveillance. A surveillance 
system that does not depend on active 
participation by the responsible agency 
to seek out and monitor a restricted 
disease agent. The system relies on 
mandatory reporting, a pool of trained 
investigators, diagnostic submission 
procedures and laboratory support, and 
periodic public information and con-
tinuing education programs on dis-
eases. 

Prevalence. The number of cases of a 
disease in existence at a given time in 
a designated area. 

Region. Any defined geographic land 
region identifiable by geological, polit-
ical or surveyed boundaries. A region 
may consist of any of the following: 

(1) A national entity (country); 
(2) Part of a national entity (zone, 

county, department, municipality, par-
ish, Province, State, etc.); 

(3) Parts of several national entities 
combined into an area; or 

(4) A group of national entities (coun-
tries) combined into a single area. 

Restricted disease agent. Any commu-
nicable disease agent or its vector not 
known to exist in the United States or 
that is subject to a Federal or coopera-
tive Federal/State control or eradi-
cation program within the United 
States. 

Surveillance. Systems to find, mon-
itor, and confirm the existence or ab-
sence of a restricted disease agent or 
agents in livestock, poultry and other 
animals. Surveillance may be passive 
or active. 

United States. All of the States of the 
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, Guam, the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands 
of the United States, and all other ter-
ritories and possessions of the United 
States. 

Vector-borne disease. A disease trans-
mitted to an animal through an inter-
mediate arthropod vector, including 
ticks or insects. 

[62 FR 56012, Oct. 28, 1997, as amended at 68 
FR 16938, Apr. 7, 2003; 72 FR 67232, Nov. 28, 
2007] 
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1 Additionally, APHIS may choose to ini-
tiate an evaluation of the animal health sta-
tus of a foreign region on its own initiative. 
In such cases, APHIS will follow the same 
evaluation and notification procedures set 
forth in this section. 

§ 92.2 Application for recognition of 
the animal health status of a region. 

(a) The representative of the national 
government(s) of any country or coun-
tries who has the authority to make 
such a request may request that APHIS 
recognize the animal health status of a 
region.1 Such requests must be made in 
English and must be sent to the Ad-
ministrator, c/o National Center for 
Import and Export, VS, APHIS, 4700 
River Road Unit 38, Riverdale, MD 
20737–1231. (Where possible, include a 
copy of the request and accompanying 
information in electronic format.) 

(b) Requests for recognition of the 
animal health status of a region, other 
than requests submitted in accordance 
with paragraph (c) of this section, must 
include, in English, the following infor-
mation about the region. More detailed 
information regarding the specific 
types of information that will enable 
APHIS to most expeditiously conduct 
an evaluation of the request is avail-
able at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ 
importlexport/animals/reglrequest.shtml 
or by contacting the Director, Sanitary 
Trade Issues Team, National Center for 
Import and Export, VS, APHIS, 4700 
River Road Unit 38, Riverdale, MD 
20737. 

(1) Scope of the evaluation being re-
quested. 

(2) Veterinary control and oversight. 
(3) Disease history and vaccination 

practices. 
(4) Livestock demographics and 

traceability. 
(5) Epidemiological separation from 

potential sources of infection. 
(6) Surveillance. 
(7) Diagnostic laboratory capabili-

ties. 
(8) Emergency preparedness and re-

sponse. 
(c) Requests for recognition that a 

region is historically free of a disease 
based on the amount of time that has 
elapsed since the disease last occurred 
in a region, if it has ever occurred, 
must include, in English, the following 

information about the region. More de-
tailed information regarding the spe-
cific types of information that will en-
able APHIS to most expeditiously con-
duct an evaluation of the request is 
available at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ 
importlexport/animals/reglrequest.shtml 
or by contacting the Director, Sanitary 
Trade Issues Team, National Center for 
Import and Export, VS, APHIS, 4700 
River Road Unit 38, Riverdale, MD 
20737. For a region to be considered his-
torically free of a disease, the disease 
must not have been reported in domes-
tic livestock for at least the past 25 
years and must not have been reported 
in wildlife for at least the past 10 
years. 

(1) Scope of the evaluation being re-
quested. 

(2) Veterinary control and oversight. 
(3) Disease history and vaccination 

practices 
(4) Disease notification. 
(5) Disease detection. 
(6) Barriers to disease introduction. 
(d) A list of those regions that have 

requested APHIS’ recognition of their 
animal health status, the disease(s) 
under evaluation, and, if available, the 
animal(s) or product(s) the region wish-
es to export, is available at http:// 
www.aphis.usda.gov/importlexport/ani-
mals/reglrequest.shtml. 

(e) If, after review and evaluation of 
the information submitted in accord-
ance with paragraph (b) or (c) of this 
section, APHIS believes the request 
can be safely granted, APHIS will indi-
cate its intent and make its evaluation 
available for public comment through 
a document published in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER. 

(f) APHIS will provide a period of 
time during which the public may com-
ment on its evaluation. During the 
comment period, the public will have 
access to the information upon which 
APHIS based its evaluation, as well as 
the evaluation itself. Once APHIS has 
reviewed all comments received, it will 
make a final determination regarding 
the request and will publish that deter-
mination in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(g) If a region is granted animal 
health status under the provisions of 
this section, that region may be re-
quired to submit additional informa-
tion pertaining to animal health status 
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or allow APHIS to conduct additional 
information collection activities in 
order for that region to maintain its 
animal health status. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0219) 

[62 FR 56012, Oct. 28, 1997, as amended at 68 
FR 50054, Aug. 20, 2003; 77 FR 1389, Jan. 10, 
2012; 77 FR 44109, July 27, 2012] 

§ 92.3 Movement restrictions. 
Whenever the European Commission 

(EC) establishes a quarantine for a dis-
ease in the European Union in a region 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service recognizes as one in which 
the disease is not known to exist and 
the EC imposes prohibitions or other 
restrictions on the movement of ani-
mals or animal products from the quar-
antined area in the European Union, 
such animals and animal products are 
prohibited importation into the United 
States. 

[68 FR 16938, Apr. 7, 2003] 

§ 92.4 Reestablishment of a region’s 
disease-free status. 

This section applies to regions that 
are designated under this subchapter as 
free of a specific animal disease and 
then experience an outbreak of that 
disease. 

(a) Interim designation. If a region rec-
ognized as free of a specified animal 
disease in this subchapter experiences 
an outbreak of that disease, APHIS 
will take immediate action to prohibit 
or restrict imports of animals and ani-
mal products from that region. The 
prohibitions or restrictions may be im-
posed on only a portion of the region 
previously recognized as free of a dis-
ease. In these cases, APHIS will inform 
the public as soon as possible through 
notice in the FEDERAL REGISTER of the 
basis for its decision to prohibit or re-
strict imports from the smaller area of 
that region previously recognized as 
free. 

(b) Reassessment of the disease situa-
tion. (1) Following removal of disease- 
free status from all or part of a region, 
APHIS may reassess the disease situa-
tion in that region to determine wheth-
er it is necessary to continue the in-
terim prohibitions or restrictions. In 
reassessing a region’s disease status, 

APHIS will take into consideration the 
standards of the World Organization 
for Animal Health (OIE) for reinstate-
ment of disease-free status, as well as 
all relevant information obtained 
through public comments or collected 
by or submitted to APHIS through 
other means. 

(2) Prior to taking any action to re-
lieve prohibitions or restrictions, 
APHIS will make information regard-
ing its reassessment of the region’s dis-
ease status available to the public for 
comment. APHIS will announce the 
availability of this information in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(c) Determination. Based on the reas-
sessment conducted in accordance with 
paragraph (b) of this section, including 
comments regarding the reassessment 
information, APHIS will take one of 
the following actions: 

(1) Publish a notice of its decision to 
reinstate the disease-free status of the 
region, or a portion of the region; 

(2) Publish a notice of its decision to 
continue the prohibitions or restric-
tions on the imports of animals and 
animal products from that region; or 

(3) Publish another document in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER for comment. 

[77 FR 1389, Jan. 10, 2012] 

PART 93—IMPORTATION OF CER-
TAIN ANIMALS, BIRDS, FISH, AND 
POULTRY, AND CERTAIN ANIMAL, 
BIRD, AND POULTRY PRODUCTS; 
REQUIREMENTS FOR MEANS OF 
CONVEYANCE AND SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 

Subpart A—Birds 

Sec. 
93.100 Definitions. 
93.101 General prohibitions; exceptions. 
93.102 Ports designated for the importation 

of birds. 
93.103 Import permits for birds; and reserva-

tion fees for space at quarantine facili-
ties maintained by APHIS. 

93.104 Certificates for pet birds, commercial 
birds, zoological birds, and research 
birds. 

93.105 Inspection at the port of entry. 
93.106 Quarantine requirements. 

CANADA 

93.107 Special provisions. 
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